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Continuing what is becoming a series of articles about railways in
foreign countries, Roger Darsley makes a very interesting contri-
bution with his description of the Childrens' Railway in Hungary.
This loco, MAV Class 490, 0-8-0T 490.039, is plinthed at Huvo-
syolgy.

See pages 8-10 for Roger's article and more pictures.
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Editorial, by Bob Stapley

Happy New Year to all members, and welcome to the first News-
letter of 2004.

For this newsletter, I've decided to experiment with a change of
style on the front cover, as I now reckon that my ICT skills are suf-
ficiently strengthened since I took over as editor a few years ago.
I hope this goes down well, and who knows, there may be a fur-
ther change after a few editions in this style.

There's a lot of variety in this edition, much of which has been re-
corded on photograph. Ken Hedley gives us another account of
his work in Blyth, and supplements his article with a note about
the demolition of the Blyth Power Station. This spectacular event
was captured on film by Keith McNally, and his photographs com-
plement Ken's article.

Roger Darsley gives us a very colourful description of a special
railway in Hungary. I just wish I has had enough space to include
some more of the photos which Roger sent me.

Keith McNally makes a considerable contribution to this edition,
with an article on Age takes centre stage, the last even of our
2003 season, a photograph of some early work done on a new
road to improve transport along the A19 corridor, an update on our
locomotives, and a photo of members visiting the Metro control
centre at South Gosforth.

The last article in this newsletter comes from Ian Taylor, who de-
scribes his experience on a Santa Special in the south of England.

My own contribution is not one of the usual ones; it is a notice to
ail members that the AGM will be held on Saturday 6 March. It
would be nice to see lots of members there!!

Enjoy your reading.
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

It seems a long time since we last ran a train service. The very last
one of 2003 was on 29 October, for "Age takes centre stage."

The visitors for this event were conveyed by vintage buses in be-
tween the four trains that we ran, and expecting a lot of visitors we
marshalled coaches for the event. The BBC were with us for that
day with their "Blue Bus Road Show."

To celebrate Christmas we had a buffet and a few drinks in the mu-
seum. The buffet was paid for out of Association funds, and was
organised by a handful of members. Well done to those con-
cerned. Thanks to Lewis for donating some drinks to keep the
party going.

I'd like to wish all our members a Happy New Year, and I look for-
ward to seeing you at the AGM on Saturday 6 March.

CARRIAGE AND WAGON NEWS

Brake Van: The final work on the roof has been carried out and it
is now ready for painting. Mike Forrester has given us some paint
from Williamsons of Ripon, who have supplied the rail industry with
paint for many years.

Mkll Coaches: The graffiti vandals have struck again in Novem-
ber, covering the entire length of the Mkll coaches, from top to bot-
tom. The Police and ourselves reckon that they used ladders to
reach the top. A photographer from the police forensic team took
photographs for their records.

Norman Swindle has begun scraping paint off the windows, how-
ever both coaches will require a re-paint in the Spring.

Malcolm Dunlavey
Association Chairman, and Carriage and Wagon Foreman
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IN THE BEGINNING.

In the last Newsletter I dealt with the final decline of the Blyth and
Tyne Branch, and vowed to return to the beginning when it was
booming. The period of my time of post World War Two commenc-
ing in November 1945.

It is hard to imagine how busy this branch once was with its goods,
mineral and passenger trains. A total of 20 collieries were directly
connected to the branch, and although some had their own en-
gines and wagons and led coal to their own staithes, the majority
of them relied on the L.N.E.R. (as it was then) and later B.R, to
move their coal. In order to support this service, 2 engine sheds
were provided - North and South Blyth. Nothing remains today of
either shed. The North was situated behind the North Blyth Rail-
way Club, The South where the Blyth Community Hospital is now
situated. There is also no trace of any of the vast expanse of sid-
ings which covered an area from Cowpen Road in the west to the
Blyth bypass road in the east, and from Wright Street in the north
to Delaval Terrace in the south. This area contained the Engine
Shed, Coaling Stage, Water Tank, Turntable, Goods Yard and
Shed, Station (now Safeway's), Shipyard Connection, Scrapyard
and Coal Shipping Staithes.

All that remain of these are the 2 gasometers and the base of the
staithes, boarded over in the new Quayside development. At the
west end there was a connection to the Cowpen Colliery work-
shops, which were situated where Bolam Avenue Estate is now,
and was reached by a single line open level crossing which
crossed Cowpen Road. There was a also a connection to an iron
works known as the 'Star Foundry" which was situated in the open
green space on Cowpen Road opposite the ex Colliery Houses.
There was also a disused colliery known as the Cowpen A Pit on
what is now the Bolam Avenue site and a colliery village where the
present Community Sports Centre is now situated. The sidings
were on both sides of a single line bridge which crossed the main

(Continued on page 6)
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(Continuedfrom page 5)

Regent Street of Blyth just north of Safeway's. The scrapyard and
gasworks are now the Keel Row Shopping Centre car park.

Two engines were allocated both morning and evening to service
these locations and others at Newsham, Bedlington, Seghill and
Morpeth. At this time Blyth Shipyard was also fully booked building
ships to replace those lost during the war, and the gasworks were
at full capacity supplying gas for the streetlights which were being
restored after the wartime blackout. Vast amounts of coal were be-
ing loaded into ships at South Blyth Staithes as at this time British
Industry and households relied on coal, and foreign exports were
beginning to start again. It would still be some years before the
Power Station was to open.

In the centre of all of this was the South Blyth Shed where my ca-
reer commenced of which I will describe in more detail in the next
Newsletter.

THE DEMISE OF FOUR LANDMARKS.

I expect many of you saw the demolition of the Power Station
Chimneys on Sunday December 7th. I witnessed and video re-
corded this, in many respects, sad occasion from a distance as the
Town of Blyth was gridlocked by traffic from far and wide.

I watched the building of these chimneys inch by inch in the late
1950's and early 1960's and over the years since have never lived
out of sight of them. When working coal from most collieries to it,
they stood as a clear indication as to where the journey would end.
Cambois Depot was only half a mile away and they were also a
welcome site when returning home from holiday by land, sea, rail
or air. A sign of journey's end. Now they are gone, struck down in
minutes, a sight I would never thought I would see in my lifetime.
When we watched them being built we thought they were there
forever. Sadly nothing lasts for ever!

Ken Hedley
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The Children's Railway, Budapest

Recent editions of the Newsletter have featured articles on rail-
ways in many parts of Europe, including articles from two East
European countries, Poland and Slovenia. This report is continu-
ing that East European theme, as I had the opportunity to visit the
Children's Railway at Budapest, the capital of Hungary.

This is a proper narrow gauge railway [750mm] that runs for 11.2
km in the Black Hills from Szechenyi-hegy to Huvosvolgy with
proper timetabled services. All the operations of the railway ex-
cept for driving the locomotives are carried out by 10 - 14 year old
children. They issue the tickets, man the stations and signal
boxes, act as guards and do maintenance. There is one adult per
station and adults in the workshops and on the locomotives.

The origins of the Children's railway are in the Communist youth
movement, the Young Pioneers, but the political side of that or-
ganisation has now ceased in Hungary and the children are volun-
teers. They are all in railway uniform and take their jobs seriously.
There is a three month training period [soon to be increased to
four months] and then the can be allocated to a team if their
marks are good enough.

Each team does two weeks on the railway and there are dormitory
chalets at Huvosvolgy for those who live outside Budapest. Their
day is from 6am to 6pm without pay but they get five meal breaks
within the day. The duties are shared within the teams so that
everyone gets a turn at the good and bad jobs. The children don't
see themselves going on to be railwaymen [The pay is not good
enough' our guard said!] nor do they come from railway families.
They are not enthusiasts in the train spotting sense but they will
carry an enthusiasm for railways as they grow up!

To get to the Railway you can travel up the Black Hill Rack railway
[Svabhegyi Fogaskereku Vasut] from the base station at Varos-

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 15)

Museum station passing loop awaiting funds for repair to the boiler
and tyres or a buyer.

Drewry, 0-6-0 0 No. 3078 Diesel Shunter: It has been the main-
stay of passenger services in 2003. A front buffer has been ob-
tained from North Norfolk Railway to replace an original that had
been damaged in a shunting accident in BR days.

Consett, 0-6-0 No. 10 Diesel Shunter: Available for shunting and
rescue duties but unable to be used on passenger services as it is
without vacuum brake fittings.

Siemens Electric, No. E4: It has been in use on demonstration
runs throughout 2003 and will serve a similar function in 2004.

On the last day of a Diesel & Electric Locomotive Appreciation
course organised by the Tyne & Wear Museums from Middle En-
gine Lane, the mature students including Norman Swindle, Reg
Kemp, & Ian Taylor from our Association viewed the Nexus Metro
Control Centre at South Gosforth.

Photo: Keith McNally
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Annual General Meeting 2004

The Annual general Meeting of North Tyneside Steam Railway As-
sociation is to be held at 1400 on Saturday 6 March 2004, at the
Stephenson Railway Museum, Middle Engine Lane, North Shields.

Agenda

1. Apologies for absence
2. Adoption of minutes of 2003 AGM
3. Matters arising
4. Chairman's report
5. Treasurer's report and adoption of accounts
6. Election of officers and committee members*
7. Annual subscription rate
8. Appointment of Auditor
9. Any other business

* The following officers and committee members will be standing
down at this meeting. All will be eligible for re-election:

Malcolm Dunlavey, Keith McNally, Les Ferguson, Ken Hedley

Please note: any items for "Any other business" should be ad-
dressed to the Secretary, Bob Stapley, 41 Belvedere, North
Shields NE29 9BX, and should reach him no later than seven
days before the meeting. Any such items can also be addressed to
Bob at the Museum address.

The Annual General Meeting has, in recent years, been very
poorly attended. If you want to contribute towards how your rail-
way is run, it is in your interests to attend. The meeting usually
lasts less than an hour.

Bob Stapley
Secretary, NTSRA.
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Excursion on a Santa Special

On Sunday 10 December I accompanied my two grandchildren to
the Buckingham Railway Centre at Quainton Road, near Aylesbury.
This was to ride on their Santa Special. This was arranged by my
daughter, and I only went as an observer and part child minder.

Quainton Road was an old station on the Great Central Line, now
long since closed. The passenger service now terminates at Ayles-
bury, about 5 miles to the south east. However a single branch line
still passes through Quainton to serve the Calvert-GLC waste termi-
nal. There is a fine visitor centre, once part of a former LNWR sta-
tion at Oxford, which was dismantled and brought to this site. On
display is a GWR Castle class locomotive - 5080 Defiant, which is
on loan from Didcot until money (£200 000) is raised and time is
found to restore it to mainline condition. Also on display is a Victo-
rian Pullman dining car along with a LNWR picnic carriage. Picnic
carriages were apparently popular 100 years ago, hundreds being
built. They are a 6 wheeled vehicle with a small kitchen at one end
and accommodation for about 20 people. The rich could hire them
for a day, and could go off with their party to any destination, the
carriage simply being attached to the back of the most convenient
train going in the desired direction.

A cafe, shop and information desk complete the centre. Outside the
site of about 3 acres there are workshops, a museum and a second
hand book shop. As with all railway sites there is a large amount of
rolling stock standing in sidings, some in excellent condition. The
platform which takes 3 coaches is about 100 yards from the centre.

The day of our visit was a Thomas the Tank Engine special. The
train consisted of 3 Mark II coaches with side corridors and compart-
ments, one of which was a brake composite. The train was powered
by two 0-6-0 tank engines. The pilot engine was a North British side
tank built in Glasgow in 1938, and was disguised as Thomas. The
train engine was a GWR pannier, no. 7715, known to all Thomas

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continuedfrom page 18)

fans as Duck. Two engines were needed, because Thomas has no
steam heating.

Secure in our compartment, the train reversed at little more than
walking pace for about 600 yards, stopped and ran back to just
short of the platform. This was repeated three more times before
pulling into the platform. Whilst shunting back and forth, Santa
Claus came down the corridor with two assistants to speak to all of
the children and to give them each a present. As it was a Thomas
special, the Fat Controller also came around to speak to all of the
children. After alighting we walked back to the centre's cafe and
had our tea/coffee/mulled wine and sausage roll and mince pie,
and this was followed by a 25 minute magician show for the chil-
dren.

SOME STATISTICS

Eight trains are run each Saturday and Sunday for 4 weekends up
to Christmas (64 trains). All the compartments are numbered, and
tickets identify compartments. The cost is £7.50 per person, but a
compartment can be hired for £42, and this takes 6 persons. Tho-
mas specials carry a supplement. The whole operation is very pro-
fessional, and tickets can be booked over the phone, using a credit
card. Quainton Road is in the middle of the countryside, 5 miles
from the nearest town, yet all trains were sold out. It does show the
potential for Middle Engine Lane. As a final note, I asked a man
dressed in Station Master's uniform, who seemed to be in charge,
how they reconciled the use of a Santa Special and the Child Pro-
tection Act. At first he did not comprehend what I was talking about,
but finally said that they just had to "go for it," and in any case the
parents of the children were always present, so "what's the prob-
lem?" At Middle Engine Lane, what's our problem?

Ian Taylor

See overleaf for photographs taken during this event
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Excursion on a Santa Special

Pictures by Ian Taylor

Top: Quainton
Road Santa
Special. Tho-
mas - North
British Loco
1938, and
Duck - GWR
7715 Pannier

Middle:
Quainton
Road, Castle
Class 5080
Defiant

Bottom: South
African loco
built at North
British, Glas-
gow, at Quain-
ton Road.

NTSRA NEWSLETTER Page 20 WINTER 2004




