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Welcome to the Winter 2005 edition of your newsletter. As I write,
it is a couple of days before Christmas and about 4 months since
the last edition, and whilst the intention is always to issue 4 news-
letters per year, it simply has not been possible at this time be-
cause of lack of material, hence the omission of an Autumn 2004
edition.

Throughout each year, I make several pleas for material. On
some occasions I have been in the fortunate situation of having so
many articles that some need to be left until a future edition, how-
ever on other occasions there is very little, and on this occasion I
have had to make several contributions myself in order to produce
a newsletter of decent size (just notice how many times my name
appears in the contents list on page 2. The AGM notice on page
15 was mine, too!).

I have posted notices in the portakabin making requests for contri-
butions, but naturally these are read by only a small number of
volunteers who regularly work in the museum/workshop. So now I
will appeal to all members - please think about any contributions
you could possibly make. Anecdotes from railway experience, old
photographs of long forgotten railways, newer photos from holi-
days and any descriptions are always welcome. Items such as
these appear in newsletters of other railway associations - let's
have some for ours. You will notice that the AGM is planned for
Saturday 5th March, and I know from past experience that I usu-
ally have the makings of a Spring edition at that time. I would like
to have this again in 2005.

My thanks go to those who have contributed to this edition - and
for making it so varied. I look forward to receiving lots of articles
for the next edition - very soon!

Bob Stapley, Editor.
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Carriage and Wagon News

20 ton Brake Van

Work continues on the van, currently we are replacing the upper
inner steps and will be starting work on the outer woodwork in the
new year.

Mark 1 Coaches

I discovered whilst riding in the brake coach that we have some
"flats" on all four wheels on the rear bogie. This can only have
been caused by a very heavy shunt with the hand brake on or the
hand brake not being released as the train left the platform. The
flat is caused by the wheel being dragged along the track causing
friction and hence the flat on the wheel.

The only remedy is to lift the coach, remove the bogie, remove the
wheels and send them away to be re-profiled. We will also be
sending the front wheel sets away to be re-profiled.

If you are working as Guard or Shunter then please remember to
release the hand brake on any vehicle before giving the Loco
Driver the signal to move off and so avoiding this kind of thing hap-
pening again.

Vandalism

Regretfully, the graffiti vandals have paid us a visit again, during
the Christmas period, causing extensive damage to the whole
coaching stock. It's hard to tell when they can be restored to their
correct livery.

Malcolm Dunlavey
Carriage and Wagon Foreman
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Progress on loco 401, by Les Ferguson

George Richardson dis-
mantling messy me-
chanical lubricator oil
piping...

... the same view,
showing how it should
be done.

View from opposite side
of lubricator. George
was assisted by Reg
Kemp, Ken Hedley, Ian
Taylor, Les Ferguson
(who overhauled the lu-
bricator) and Mike For-
rester (who did the
brazing). Paintwork
courtesy of Keith
McNally.
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Left: A selection of
rail tickets from the
1960s and 1970s,
includinq a couple
from the Riverside
branch.The Lon-
don - North
Shields ticket cost
63/0 (£3.15). The
bright pink ticket
shows a seat res-
ervation on the
12.58 train, but
doesn't show
where it's going to!

Closer examination reveals that, although the ticket was issued at
Newcastle, this was a different Newcastle.

Norman Swindle

Below: Rowley Kay surveys the scene on the day of the first
steaming of 401 following the boiler overhaul.

Photo: Keith McNally
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Elecfest, celebrating 100 years of electric trains on
Tyneside

2004 marked the 100th anniversary of electric trains on Tyneside,
and this had significance, not only for the region, but also for our-
selves.

A special train to celebrate the centenary left St James on Monday
30th August 2004 at 11.02 carrying the Lord Mayor of Newcastle,
the Chair of North Tyneside Council and various dignitaries and
representatives of local railway societies. Mike Parker, Director
General of Nexus welcomed everybody [and during the train jour-
ney announced that he had just received by mobile phone the
news that Sir Bobby Robson had been sacked from Newcastle
United!] The Train was 4027 in NER scarlet and Ivory [also num-
bered 3347 in the NER series] and 4001 in PTE yellow and cream.
The driver was Peter Scott.

The train was stopped over the NTSR to be photographed with
NER parcels unit 3267 and E4 4w-4w WE [which had hauled the
parcels unit down using battery power] It was noticed that every-
one was travelling in 4027 and nobody was in 4001! The train then
proceeded to Tynemouth station where there were speeches and
prizes for children's competitions, and a programme of activities
arranged by The Friends of Tynemouth Station.

4027 + 4001 went empty stock to St James via South Gosforth
and the Manors chord to enter normal service as the 12.27 to
South Hylton. D2078 hauled the Baggage van and E4 back to the
museum and in the afternoon Consett 0-6-0PT A No5 provided
the services for the Teddy Bear weekend.

Roger Darsley

(See overleaf for more photos of this event - Ed.)
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Elecfest photos, by Bob Stapley

Upper - the specially painted Metro train at Tynemouth

Lower - Our electrics, having returned home.
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